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 August 24, 2013 
 
Mr. Richard Sarles 
General Manager & Chief Executive Officer 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
600 5th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Dear Mr. Sarles:   
 
  I am writing in response to the recent press accounts with respect to the water issues 
affecting the Red Line and the engineering analysis underway that could possibly lead to a shut-
down of a critically important segment of the line -- from Friendship Heights to the Medical Center -
- in Montgomery County. 
 
  First, I deeply regret and am disappointed to have learned about this possibility in the 
press.  While I appreciate the subsequent clarifications that no final decision has been made 
regarding the actions WMATA may take to address this problem, it clearly has advanced to the 
stage where senior WMATA staff were discussing the possibility of closing a key segment of the 
Red Line for an extended period of time.  In my view, this possibility should not have advanced this 
far along without consultation with our County.   
 
  Going forward, I have two requests:  (1) that WMATA in fact consult with Montgomery 
County prior to making any final decision, including a full briefing after the engineering analysis is 
completed; and (2) that you instruct your engineers to explore all possible options for addressing 
this issue, with a particular emphasis on those options that would not result in a shut-down of this 
key segment of the Red Line.   
 
  The Red Line is one of the most important transportation corridors to Montgomery County 
and to the constituents that I represent.  WMATA has a special responsibility to work with our 
County on issues that could have such a significant impact on the quality of life of our residents.   
 
  I thank you in advance for your consideration of these requests and my concerns.   
 
       
         Sincerely, 
 
       
               
               
 
                Roger Berliner 
         Chair, Transportation Committee 
         District 1 


